Friar Manrique takes the Yellow Robe
Saying this, he took leave.
<He had judged me rightly,' records Manrique, 'for I was
indeed in a state of indecision, sailing hither and thither on a sea
of doubts.' But before the two days were up, he had made up his
mind to go. The monk returned as he had said. When Manrique
informed him he was ready to start at once, he exclaimed: 'What
my brother-in-law told me about the Christian faith must be
true!'
* Believe me, brother,' said Manrique earnestly, 'only through
it is salvation possible.'
'Am&V cried he, a word which in such a context expresses
astonishment and half-amused protest, like our exclamation
' Good gracious!' And changing the subject, he said: ' I will come
for you after dark,' and took his departure.
Night fell and when all Manrique's household had retired, the
monk silently entered the building, which was in complete dark-
ness. Together they groped their way to a room used by the Friar
for meditation. There, by the light of one candle, the monk
shaved Manrique's head, for all Buddhist monks have the head
shaven. This was followed by the change into the yellow robe,
which is in two pieces, one part falling from the waist like a skirt
and the other draped over the left shoulder, though this can also
be used as a cape or hood. Manrique does not state whether he
wore a beard. If he did, it will also have come off, for hair does not
grow on Arakanese faces.
Manrique with the olive complexion of southern Europe and
his high nose cannot have looked like a local monk, for the Araka-
nese countenance is Mongolian in cast and dark in complexion,
with flat nose and the ear-lobes pierced and long. Indeed, the dis-
guise was but partial and could only deceive at a distance. More-
over, his knowledge of the language was limited. In short, he had
little chance of getting past the police-posts unless his companion
had prepared some further deception. It is interesting here to
recall de Nobili to mind. But the Jesuit dressed himself as a
Brahmin priest for profoundly different reasons.
The monk had a boat waiting on the river near by. ' Brother/
said he, ' we can now safely start. You are at least half a Buddhist
monk.' Manrique, as if to emphasize that he was wholly an
Augustinian, knelt before a crucifix and recited the Viam Pacts.
Then they went quickly to the boat, the monk carrying for him a
basket in which were packed vestments and wine for the Mass.
197

